BEFORE THE
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against:

LINDA KATHLEEN BO SASSER ,
7678 Pineville Circle Case No. 2012-762
Castro Valley, CA 94552

Registered Nurse License No. 284616

‘Respondent

DECISION AND ORDER

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby adopted by the
Board of Registered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in

this matter. -

This Decision shall become effective on November 26, 2012.

IT IS SO ORDERED November 26, 2012.

Raymoﬁd Mallel, PresidenW

Board of Registered Nursing
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California



KaMALA D. HARRIS

1.
Attorney General of California
2 || FRANK H. PACOE
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
3 JUSTIN-R-SURBER ;
, Deputy Attorney General
4 || State Bar No. 226937
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
5 San Francisco, CA 94102-7004
Telephone: (415) 355-5437
6 Facsimile: (415) 703-5480
Attorneys for Complainant
I - .
_ . BEFORE THE :
8 BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING .
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
-9 , .STATE OF CALIFORNIA
10 :
» In the Matter of the Accusation Against: . | Case No. 2012-762
'LINDA KATHLEEN BO SASSER
12 || 7678 Pineville Circle '
' Castro Valley, CA 94552 STIPULATED SURRENDER OF
13 || Registered Nurse Llcense No. 284616 .- LICENSE AND ORDER
14 Respondent.
15
16 ‘
17 IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties in this
18 1| proceeding that the following matters are true:
19 | - PARTIES
20 1.  Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN (Complainant) is the Executive Officer of the Board of
21 | Registered Nursing. She brought this éction solely in,hej: official capacity and is represented in
: 22 || this matter by Kamala D. Harris, Attorney General of the State of California, by Justin R. Surber,'l
23 || Deputy Attorney General. .
24 2. LindaK. Sasser (Respondent) 18 represented in this proceedmg by attorney Paul
25 || Chan, whose address is:
26 : _
27 Law Offices of Paul Chan
400 Capitol Mall Ste 2545
28 || Sacramento, CA 95814 - .

Stipulated Surrender of License (Case No. 2012-762)
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| Accusation No. 2012-762 is attached as Exhibit A_ and incorporated by reference.

3. Onor about August 31, 1977, the Board of Registered Nursing issued Registered'

Nurs'e License No. 284616 to Linda Kathleen Bo Sasser (Respondent). The Registered Nurse

-~ License was in-full force-and- effecta’tvallftimesvrelevant-tofthe~charges-broughtimACcusatioanor.,—

2012-762 and will expire on June 30, 2013, unless renewed. |
JURISDICTION

4, Accusation No. 2012-7 62 was filed before the Board of Registered Nursing (Board),
Department of Consumer Affairs, and 1s currently pending against Respondent. The Accusation .
and all other statutorily required documents were properly served on Respondent on June 25,

2012. Respondent timely filed her Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation. A copy o_f

ADVI SEMENT AND WAIVERS

5. Respondent has carefully read fully discussed with counsel, and understands the
| charges and allegations in Accusatlon No. 2012-762. Respondent also has carefully read, fully
d1scussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this St1pulated Surrender of License and - |
Order. | . _ | _ .

6.  Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the rightto a . |
hearing on the charges and.allegations in the Accusation; the right to be represented by counsel, at E ,
her own eXpense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against her; the right to

.present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right to the issuance of subpoenas to
compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents; the right to recOnsideration
and court review of an adverse decrsron and all other rights accorded by the California |
Adn:umstra’ave Procedure Act and other applicable laws.
7. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and
every right set forth above. B | | |
CULPABILH‘Y

8.  Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegatron in Accusatlon
No. 2012-762, agrees that cause exists for discipline and hereby surrenders her Registered Nurse

License No. 284616 for the Board's formal acceptance.

Stipulated Surrender of License (Case No. 20 12-'76/2)



9. Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation_ she enables the Board to issue

an order accepting the surrender of her Registered Nurse License without further process.
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10. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board. of Registered 'Nursing.l
Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Board of '
Registered Nursing may cominunicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and

surrender, without notice to or part101pat1on by Respondent or her counsel By signing the

: stipulation Respondent understands and agrees that she rnay not withdraw her agreement or seek

o rescind the stipulation prior to the time the' Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails
to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Surrender and Disciplinary
Order shall be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal

action between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having

_considered 'thlS matter.

11." The parties understand and agree that ‘facsimil'e copiesv of this Stipulated Surrender of
License and Order, including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as
the originals. ' '

12, Thls Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is mtended by the parties to be an
integrated writing representing the complete, final, and exclusive embodiment of their agreement.

It supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements .understandings, discussions,

negotiations, and comrmtments (written or or al) This Stipulated Surrender of License and Order
- may not be altered, amended, modiﬁed supplemented, or otherwrse changed except by a Writing

~ executed by an authorized representative of each of the parties.

- 13. In cons1deration of the foregomg admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that-
the Board may, without further notice.or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following Order
- ORDER _
~ ITIS HEREBY ORDERED that Registered Nurse License No. 284616, issued to-
Respondent Linda Kathleen Bo Sasser, is suirendered and_accepted by the Board of Registered

Nursing.

Stipulated Surrender of License (Case No. 2012-762)
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1. The surrender of Respondent’s Registered Nurse License and the acceptance of the

surrendered license by the Board shall constitute the imposition of discipline against Resiaondent.
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_comply with all the laws, regulations and procedures for reinstatement of a revoked license in

_effect at the tifne the petiﬁon is ﬁlgd-,- and all of the charges and allegations contained in

.the Board determines whether to grant or deny the petitibn.

This-stipulation- constitutes-a-record-of the diseipline-and shall become a part of Respondent’s
license history with the Board of Registered Nursing.
2. Respondent shall lose all rights and privileges as a Registered Nurse in California as

of the effective date of the Board’s Decision and Order.

3.  Respondent shall cause to be delivered to the Board her pocket license and, if one was

issued, her wall certificate-on or before the effective date of the Decision and Order.
4,  IfRespondent eveér files an application for licensure or a petition for reinstatement in

the State of California, the Board shall treat it as a petition for reinstatement. Respondent must

Accusation No. 2012-762 shall be deemed to be true, correct and admitted by Reéponderit when -

5.  If and when Respondent’s license is réinstated, she shall pay to the Board costs
ass'g)ciated with its investigatiop and eﬁforcgment pursuént to Buéiness and Professions Code
section 125.3 in the amount of $2730.00. Réspondént shall be permitted 'td pay thesevcos'ts ina
payfneﬂt plan approved by the Board. Nothing in this provision shall be construed to prohibit the
Board from reducing the amount of cost recovery upon reinstatemént of the license.

6. If Respondent éhould ever épply or reapply for a new license or certification, or
petition for reinstatement of a license, by .any cher healﬁh care lic.ensing agency in the State of
California, all of the charges and allegations contained in Accusation, No. 2012-762 shall be
deemed to be true, correct, and admitted by Respondent for the purpose of any Statement of
Issues or any othér proceeding seeking to deny or. restrict licc;nsure.' | |

7. Respondent shall not apply for licensure or petition for reinstatement fo_r two (2)
years from the effective date of the Board of Registered Nursing’s Decision and Order.

111 | '
117

Stipulated Surrender of License (Case No. 2012-762)
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DATED:

|| conditions-and other matters contained in this. Stipulated Surrender of License and Order. I

for zcohsiae:aﬁoﬂ'by the Board of Registered Nutsing of the Departiient of Cong umer Affairs.

Dated: : ' Respectfully ‘submiﬁéd,

ACCEPTANCE
T have carefully read the dbove Stipulated Surrender of Livense and Order.and have fally

diseussed it with my sttorney, Paul:Char, { understand thg smpulanon and the-effect it will have
on'my Registered Nurse License. L eriter into this Stipulated Surrender of License and Order
voluntazily, knqﬁdn gly, and intelligontly, and agree to be:bound by-the Decision and Order of the

Board-of Registered Nursing.

Rcspondent
Thavexead and fuﬂy discussed with, Respondent Linda Is.afhleen Bo Sasser the termps and.

approve its 1orm and content

PAUL THAN
Attorney for Respondent

’ ~ 'ENDORSEMENT
The -forégoixgg Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby respecifiiily submitted

Kamara D. HARRIS

Attorney. General of California
FRANKH PACOB

:Supervtsmg Deputy Attomey: Generdl

JUSTINR.. SURBER
Deputy. Attorney General
Attorneys for Complainant

SF2012204168 -
Stipulation.rtf
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Stipulated Surrender of License (Case No. 2012-762)
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1 v " ACCEPTANCE .
2 1 have carefully read the above Stipulated Surrénder of License and Order and have fully
3-{|-discussed-it-with-my-attorney; Paul-Chan-—T-understand-the-stipulation-and-the-effect it-will have—
4 || on my Registered Nurse License. I enter into this Stipulated Surrender of License and Order
5 vbluntan'ly, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be bound by the Decision and Order of the
6 Board of Registered Nursing.
7
8 || DATED:
LINDA KATHLEEN BO SASSER
9 _ Respondent
10 I have read and fully discussed with Respondent Linda Kathleen Bo Sasser the terms and
11 conditions and other matters cohtained in this Stipulated Surrender of License apd Order. I
12| approve its form and content.
13 || DATED: |
14 PAUL CHAN :
. Attorney for Respondent
15 B ' -
16 ENDORSEMZENT
17 The foregoing St1pu1ated Surrender of License and Order is hereby respectfully subnntted
13 || for cons1derat10n by the Board of Registered Nursing of the Department of Consumer Affairs.
19 || Dated: - s “ © Respectfull submitted,
| ﬁ / 1L / [ A p y
20 ‘ . KAMALA D. HARRIS : o
: ' Attorney General of Cahforma /
21 FRANK H. PACOE
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
22 : .
23 Z_\___
24 . JUSTIN R. SURBER
~Deputy Attorney General
25 ' Attorneys for Complainant
26
27
SF2012204168 -
28 Stipulation.rtf

Stipulated Surrender of License (Case No. 2012-762)
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"JUSTINRSURBER

KAMALA D. HARRIS

Attorney General of California

FRANK H. PACOE ‘
Supervising Deputy Attorney General

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 226937 -

- 455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004 '
‘Telephone: (415) 355-5437
Facsimile: (415) 703-5480

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
- BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

‘Registered Nurse License No. 284616 ,‘

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
— _ o
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: ‘ Case No. 9’0‘ 3 r’ (p
LINDA KATHLEEN BO SASSER
7678 Pineville Circle , '
Castro Valley, CA 94552 ' ACCUSATION

ReSpondent.

20

Complainant alleges:
o PARTIES
1. LouiseR. Bailey, M.Ed., RN (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in her -

_ ofﬁcial capacity as the Interim Executjve Officer of the Board of Registered Nursing, Department

” of Consumer Affairs. -

2. On or about August 31 1977 the Board of Reglstered Nurs1ng issued Reglstered ‘
Nurse L1cense Number 284616 to Linda Kathleen Bo Sasser (Respondent) The Reglstered

»Nurse License was in full force and effect at all tlmes relevant to the charges brought herem and

will expire on June 30, 2013, unless renewed
_ JURISDICTION _
3. This Accusation is brought before the Board o.f Registered Nursing (Board),
Department of Consumer‘Affairs, under the euthority of the following laws. 'All section

1.

Accusation




» )

references are to the Business and Professions Code uinless otherwise indicated.

STATUTORY PROVISIONS
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4. _S‘e’cti’on‘27’5‘0fof‘the*Bu_sin’ess*an'd‘Professi‘bn’s*G'odc'(Gode')provi'des,”ilrpert'inentpart;
that the Board may discipline any licénsee,' including a licensee hoiding a temporary or an
inactive license, for any reason provided in Atticle 3 (commencing with section 2750) of the
Nursing Practice Act. | |

5. Section 2764 of the Code provides, in pertinent pért, that the expiration of a license
shall not deprive the Board of jurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary proceeding against the
licensee or to render a decision imposing discipline on the license. Under section 281 l(b)'of the
Code, thé Board may renew an expired license at any time within eight years after thé expiration._'

6.  Section 2761 of the Code states:

"The board may take disciplinary action against a certified or licensed nurse or deny an
application for a certificate or license for any of the following: '

"(a) Unprofessional conduct. ..” '

1 Section 2762 of the Code states:

"In addition to other acts constituting unprofessional conduct within the meaning of this
bhapter '[t.he Nursing Practice Act], it is unprofessional conduct for a person licensed under this
chapter to do any of the following:

"(a) ‘Obtain or possess in violation‘o.f law, or prescribe, or except as directed by a licensed
physician and surgeon, ‘dentist, or podiatrist administer to himself or herself, or furnish or |
administer to another, any controlled substance és defined in Division 10 (commeﬁcing with
Section 11000) of the‘Health an:d Safety Code or any dangerous drug or dangerousvdevice as
defined in Section 4022.

"(b) Use any contrblled substance as defined in Division 10 (commencing with Section
11000) of the Health and Safety Code, or any dangerous drug or dangerous device as defined iﬁ
Section 4022, or aicoholic beverages, to an extent or ina manher dangerous or injurious to
himself or herself, any other person; or the public or to the extent that such use impairs his or her

ability to conduct with safety to the public the pracfice authorized by his or her license.

2

Accusation
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- -'t}re‘l'i'censi'n’g*act*top’a’y‘a‘sum-‘not*to*ex*c*e’ed’the're'ajsonabl’e"costsvof"th'e'investi*gation*an‘d

8..  Section 125.3 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request the

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations of

enforoement of the case..
| DRUGS INVOLVED -

9. Norco,‘is the brand name of a compound of acetaminophen and Hydrocodone, e
Schedule ITI controlled substance as designafed by Health and Safety Code section 11056(e)(4)
and dangerous drug as designated by Business and Professions Code section 4022. It is a narcotic
drug.. | ‘ .

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
‘ | (Poss_ession) | A _
. 10. Respondenf is subject to disciplinary action under section 2762(a) of the code in thaI

Respondent diverted‘Norco from her employer from about November 2008 until ApriI 2009.

| Respondent possessed and used the Norco without a prescription.

'SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
_ (Dangerous Use)

11. Respondent is subject to dlsmphnary action under section 2762(b) in that Respondent
used Noroo w1thout a prescrlpt1on. Respondent dlverted Norco from her employer from about
November 2008 until April 2009 Respondent is an admitted drug addict. Respondent use of
Norco was dangerous and/or injurious to herself and others.

'THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
| (Unprofess1onal Conduct)
12. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 276l(a) of the code in that
- Respondent was involved in unprofess1ona1 conduct. The circumstances are desenbed in’

paragraphs 10-11 , above. | | |

1

111
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1 OTHER MATTERS

2 13.  In or about April 2009, Reépondent was fired for diverting Norco from her employer.

3 |[ Following her termination; Respondent entered the Board’s Diversion Program:.—On-or-about

4 || February 17, 2012, Respondent was terminated from the Diversion Program as a public risk.

5 PRAYER | |

6 . WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,

7 || and that following the hearing, the Board of Registered Nursing issue a decision:

8 1.  Revoking or suspending Registered Nurse License Number 284616, issued to Linda

9 || Kathleen Bo Sasser. '
10 2. Ordering Linda Kathleen Bo Sasser to pay the Board of Registered Nursing the
11 || reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and
12 || Professions Code section 125.3; . o
13 3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.
14
15 : : :
16 | 7 v X R

patep: __(Lyms K 20/9. oéiaa ¢ M@
17 , i “LOUISE R. BAILEY, M.ED., RN
. Interim Executive Officer
18 Board of Registered Nursing
Department of Consumer Affairs
19 State of California
Complainant
20
21 || sF2012204168
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